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KAREN ANDREWS 
 
PhD Student, Applied Linguistics in Education, Concordia University karen.andrews@mail.concordia.ca 	 www.beyondlanguagepolicy.com

EDUCATION
														
	Sept 2025-ongoing

Aug 2025
	PhD in Education- Applied Linguistics, Concordia University

Master of Arts in Education- Education in Society, Thesis  
Department of Integrated Studies in Education (DISE) McGill University 

	
	

	2004
	Bachelor of Education, University of Ottawa 


	1997
	Bachelor of Social Work, McGill University 



EMPLOYMENT
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Teaching Assistant
January to April, 2026: Child Studies Practicum and Seminar: Inclusive Practices in Childhood Settings, Concordia 

Guest Lecturer
November 2024: Theory to curriculum: Creative, critical, plurilingual, and culturally relevant planning EDEC 628 Literacy in Multilingual/Multicultural Settings, McGill University
 
October 2023: Exploring alternative writing genres in the multilingual classroom. 
EDTL 635 Applied Methods in Second Language Education, McGill University

Elementary Classroom Teaching Experience 
 
Congregated English Literacy Development (ELD) Classroom Teacher Gr. 7/8 
Hawthorne Public School, Ottawa Carleton District School Board; Sept 2019- June 2021 
· Developed weekly lesson plans, unit plans and curricula  
· Taught English, math, and social studies to multilingual students from refugee backgrounds in English Literacy Development (ELD) programs 
· Supported the students in the integrated classes (science, arts) 

Intermediate Special Education and Multilingual Learner Support Teacher Gr. 7/8 
Hawthorne Public School, Ottawa Carleton District School Board; Sept 2006- June 2019 
· Developed individual education plans (IEPs) in collaboration with students, families, teachers, 
· Provided literacy and numeracy instruction for multilingual learners and identified learners 
· Cross country running coach, games club for neurodivergent students 

Intermediate Student Support Teacher Gr. 7/8 
Hawthorne Public School, Ottawa Carleton District School Board; Sept 2016- June 2019 
· Early Intervention, a mental health collaboration with Royal Ottawa Hospital 
· PEERS social skills group workshop leader for Gr. 7/8 neurodivergent students  
· High school transition coordinator  
 
Multilingual Learner Support Teacher Gr. 7/8 
Queen Elizabeth PS, Ottawa Carleton District School Board; Sept 2005- June 2006 
 
Special Education Support Teacher Gr. 7/8 
York St. PS, Ottawa Carleton District School Board; Sept 2004- June 2005 

Alternative Teaching Experience 

Therapeutic Wilderness Adventure Educator 13–17 year-olds 
 Project DARE: wilderness open custody facility, North Bay, ON May 1997- Sept 1998 
· Led canoe trips into Algonquin Park with youth -open custody or on probation 
· Taught high ropes course skills, canoeing, swimming, outdoor survival skills, and love of nature 
· Initiated a popular, nightly, campfire reading club with the youth  

Other Work Experience 

Full-time mom Oct 2000- Aug 2004 
 
Child Protection Worker 
Children’s Aid Society of Ottawa, April 1998-October 2000 
· Intervention, safety assessments, resource mobilization, case notes, court documents

Youth Worker 
Klondike Residential Facility- for youth in crisis, Whitehorse, Yukon; Oct 1997-April 1998 
Roberts Smarts Centre: Residential/School/Open and Secure Custody for youth with complex mental health needs, Ottawa, ON; Nov 1996- May 1997 
 
Camp Counselor 
Christie Lake Kids Camp: Free camping experiences for children from low-income households, Perth, Ontario; June-Aug 1992-1997, 1999 
· Organized and led 3, 5 and 10-day canoe trips for youth ages 13-15 
· Recreational programming- swimming instructor, canoeing, campcraft, sports 

Research Experience 

Research Assistantships 

Project Title: iMPACTS: Collaborations to Address Sexual Violence on Campus 
Principal Investigator: Dr. Shaheen Shariff, McGill University, 2023, 2024  
Literature review- education for journalists reporting on sexual violence 
 
Project Title: Writing for an Authentic Audience as Academic and Professional 
Development in Teacher Education: A Community Publishing Project  
Principal Investigator: Dr. Amir Kalan, McGill University, May 2022- present 
· Participatory action research (PAR) about the social aspects of writing and how tertiary level students can engage in a community publishing project 
· Writing a chapter for a multilingual language learner writing textbook about the environmental impact of diet and the global food system, using a plurilingual and critical inquiry approach 

PUBLICATIONS
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Peer-Reviewed Articles
Jaffer, S. & Andrews, K. (in press). Interruption as a process of affective reckoning: A critical duoethnography on the continuum of violence. Feminist Theory.

Andrews, K., Jaffer, S., & Shariff, S. (2025, June 11). Powerful yet Disempowered: A Thematic Literature Review Exploring the Challenges of Media Reporting on Sexual Violence. Journal of Communication Inquiry. Advance online publication https://doi.org/10.1177/01968599251348248 

Other Academic Writing
Andrews, K. (2025). MisSTEPS and missed Steps. Dialogue: The Interdisciplinary Journal of Popular Culture and Pedagogy, 12(1).

Andrews, K. (2024). [Review of the book Educational neuroscience for literacy teachers, by L. Spence & A. Mitra]. Journal of Language and Literacy Education, 20(1), 1-6. http://jolle.coe.uga.edu/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Andrews_JoLLE2024_6.pdf 
 
Short Story Book Chapter 
Andrews, K. (2025). A Short boat ride on the river. Fear. Indignor House Inc. 	 
 
Blogposts 
Andrews, K. (2025, February 23). My mom and demens (dementia). Belonging, Identity, Language, Diversity Research Group (BILD)- Groupe de Recherche Langue, Identité, Diversite, Appartenance (LIDA). 

Andrews, K. (2022, March 5). Reading with a student with a refugee background and “limited” literacy in her mother tongue: Limited or limitless? Belonging, Identity, Language, Diversity Research Group (BILD)- Groupe de Recherche Langue, Identité, Diversite, Appartenance (LIDA). 

PEER REVIEWED PRESENTATIONS
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 Ahooja, A., Andraous, R., Andrews, K., Hardin, K., & Racine, M. (2026, June). Language-in-education policies and sociolinguistic hierarchies: What do we know and where do we go from here? [Thematic Panel]. Language Policy and Planning (LPP), Ottawa, Ontario.

Andraous, R., Andrews, K., & Halliday, A. C. (2026, May). Rethinking Inclusive Pedagogy in Community Language Schools: Volunteer Teacher Perspectives [Paper Presentation]. Canadian Association of Applied Linguistics (ACLA), Edmonton, Alberta.

Andrews, K. (2026, March). Ontario’s Steps to English Proficiency policy for students from refugee backgrounds: An interpretive policy analysis [Paper presentation]. American Association of Applied Linguistics (AAAL), Chicago, Illinois. 

Andrews, K. (2025, May 9). Language education policy for Ontario students with limited prior schooling: An interpretive policy analysis. [Paper presentation]. Canadian Centre for Studies and Research on Bilingualism and Language Planning (CCERBAL) 2025 Conference: Bilingualism and Multilingualism, Ottawa, Ontario.

Andrews, K. (2026, April ). Ontario’s Steps to English Proficiency (STEP) for Students from Refugee Backgrounds: An Interpretive Policy Analysis. [Roundtable, Division L, Section 7]. American Education Research Association (AERA),  Los Angeles, CA. (Accepted- Unable to attend)

Andrews, K. & Davy, R. (2025, May 5). Critical food literacy through community publishing: Integrating innovative literacies and pedagogies. [Paper presentation].11th Annual Conference on Second Language Pedagogies Conference 2025, Montreal, QC. 
 
Andrews, K. & Jaffer, S. (2025, February). Powerful yet disempowered: The tensions of media reporting on sexual violence. [Paper presentation].  20th Annual Communication Graduate Caucus Conference (CGC). Ottawa, ON. (Accepted- Unable to attend)
 
Andrews, K., Davy, R. (2025, February). Connecting food, social justice, and critical literacy for multilingual language learners: A community publishing project. [Paper presentation]. Journal of Language and Literacy Education (JOLLE) Conference 2025, Virtual. 
 
Andrews, K., & Davy, R. & Waqal, K. (2025, April). Teaching critical food literacy to multilingual learners through authentic writing opportunities: A community publishing project. [Paper presentation]. Languages Without Borders Conference: Canadian Association of Second Language Teachers (CASLT), 2025, Montreal, QC. 
 
Andrews, K. (2025, March) Imagining Ontario policy for newcomers from refugee backgrounds to include plurilingual and translanguaging approaches [Paper presentation]. AAAL, Denver, CO. (Unable to attend)
 
Andrews, K., Davy, R., Secher, L., Bray, A. & Ali, K. (2024, March). The Collaborative praxis of critical food pedagogy and community publishing with pre-service teachers. [Panel presentation]. Education Graduate Students’ Society Conference 2024, Montreal, QC. 
 
Kalan, A., Andrews, K., Gonzalez, B., Rashidi, V. (2024, April). Literacy in the Writingworld. [Roundtable presentation]. American Educational Research Association (AERA), Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. (Accepted- Unable to attend). 

Andrews, K. (2024, February). Ontario language education policy for newcomers from refugee backgrounds and translanguaging. [Paper presentation]. Journal of Language and Literacy Education (JOLLE) Conference 2024, Virtual. 
   
Kalan, A., Andrews, K., Gonzalez, B., & Rashidi, V. (2022, Dec 1). Challenging the Writingworld: Practitioners redefining “legitimate” literacy practices [Panel presentation]. 72nd Annual Literacy Research Association (LRA) Conference, Phoenix, AZ.

SERVICE
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McGill Tenure Track Professor Job Search Graduate Student Committee
	June, 2025
	I was asked to form a committee to organize meetings between potential candidates and graduate students



Blog post editor
	March, 2025
	Belonging, Identity, Language, Diversity Research Group (BILD)- Groupe de Recherche Langue, Identité, Diversite, Appartenance (LIDA). 



Abstract Reviewer	
	2024
	Education Graduate Students’ Society (EGSS) Conference 



Conference Volunteer
	2024
	Education Graduate Students’ Society Conference, Montreal, QC: Finance and sponsorship coordinator


	2024
	Canadian Association of Applied Linguistics/ L’Association  
Canadienne de Linguistique Appliquée (ACLA/CAAL) Montreal, QC: Chairing, registration 


	2023
	Centre for Educational Research on Languages and Literacies  
(CERLL), Toronto, ON: Chairing 


	2022
	Language Policy and Planning (LPP), Montreal, QC: Scheduling, Catering  


	2021
	Language Policy and Planning (LPP): scheduling, chairing 



AWARDS
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	2026

2025
	AAAL Multilingual Matters Graduate Student Award 

Faculty of Arts and Science PhD Fellowship: Concordia University ($56,000) 

	
2022
	
SSHRC (CGS M): waitlisted as alternate  

	
1996
	
J.W. McConnell Award for Academic Excellence: McGill School of Social Work 




ADDITIONAL QUALIFICATIONS
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	2024
	Language Friendly Teacher Certification: Coursera 


	2024-ongoing
	ESOL Certificate Part 1: Coursera/ Arizona State University 


	2019
	Special Education: Part 1, 2, & Specialist: Queen’s University, University of Ottawa 


	2011
	English as a Second Language: Part 1: University of Ottawa 


	2000
	Roots of Empathy Instructor


 

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS
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	2004- present 
	Ontario College of Teachers 


	2024- present 

	L’Association Canadienne de Linguistique Appliquée Canadian Association of Applied Linguistics/ (ACLA/CAAL) 


	2024-present 
	Canadian Sociological Association (CSA) 


	2023-present 

2023-present
	American Association of Applied Linguistics (AAAL) 

American Education Research Association (AERA)




LANGUAGES
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English 
French (conversational/proficient) 
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